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SPARK Conversations Ignite Collegiality, Collaboration Among Christian Leaders
In the coming year, Christian Associates 
will seek to kindle the fires of friendship and 
collaboration among clergy and leaders in 
our region through a brand new initiative: 
SPARK Conversations.

SPARK Conversations is a series of informal 
lunch gatherings for Christians in our region 
who share a common role, interest, or 
identity. It seeks to bring leaders together 
across boundaries of tradition, denomination, 
and theology to find unexpected common 
ground, and build new collaborative 
possibilities. 

“Collegiality is one of our core values at 
Christian Associates,” said Rev. Liddy 
Barlow, CASP’s Executive Minister. 
“SPARK Conversations seeks to extend that 
collegiality beyond our Council of Bishops 
and Judicatory Executives, to all the pastors 
and other Christian leaders in our region.”

The series begins on October 27 with a 
gathering for clergy under age 40, and 
continues on November 5 with a session 
for Christian educators. Both lunches will 
begin at noon and last until 1:30 p.m.

“Anyone who self-identifies with the group 
of the day is welcome to attend,” said 
Rev. Barlow, “Members of our Christian 
Associates judicatories, neighbors from other 
churches – let’s draw the circle wide.”

Forest Hills Presbyterian Church, 820 
Ardmore Blvd. in Pittsburgh, will host the 
lunches. The church is conveniently located 
directly off the Parkway East.

The series will continue in January, with 
gatherings planned for seminarians, 
university chaplains, pastors of large 
churches, and more.

Friends of Christian Associates are specially 
invited to attend “An Evening of HOPE” 
on Thursday, November 5 to support our 
partner in ministry, The Foundation of HOPE.

The fund-raising gala will take place from 
6-8:30 p.m. at the Rivers Club, One Oxford 
Centre, in downtown Pittsburgh. 

Former Pittsburgh Steeler Charlie Batch 
and his wife Tasha are serving as honorary 
co-chairs, and Mr. Batch will offer a keynote 
address. 

Two graduates of the HOPE program will 
also speak. Brazilian singer Kenia will offer 
entertainment throughout the evening, and 
Jon Burnet of KDKA will be master of 
ceremonies. A silent auction and a raffle will 
round out the festivities.

"The support Foundation of HOPE has 
already received for our fund-raiser has 

been most heartening," said Susan Orr, 
executive director of HOPE. "We at HOPE 
look forward to celebrating our mission 
and thanking our supporters in person on 
November 5, which promises to be a very 
special evening for our organization."

The Foundation of HOPE was established 
by Christian Associates in 2002, and is 
now an independent organization, offering 
chaplaincy, pre-release programming, and 
aftercare to men and women experiencing 
incarceration at Allegheny County Jail 
and Shuman Juvenile Detention Center. 
Its mission is to “empower incarcerated 
and released individuals to restore their 
relationship with their God, rebuild their 
lives, and reconcile to their communities.”

Admission is $75 per person or $700 for 10 
people, and includes heavy appetizers and a 
drink ticket. 

For more information or to reserve your 
ticket, visit www.foundationofhope.org.

Support Ministry to the Incarcerated at  
“An Evening of HOPE” on November 5

Participants are asked to make a suggested 
donation of $10-$15 each to help cover 
the cost of lunch, though all are welcome 
regardless of ability to pay.  Advance 
registration is strongly encouraged. 

To sign up for the first two SPARK events, 
visit http://bit.ly/sparkunder40 or http://bit.ly/
sparkeducators, or call 412-688-9070.

Former Steeler Charlie Batch and  
his wife Tasha are serving as honorary  
co-chairs for “An Evening of HOPE”.
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Dear friends, 

In June, as part of Christian Associates’ ongoing interest in racial reconciliation, I attended the third 
annual Corporate Equity and Inclusion Roundtable, presented by the Black Political Empowerment 

Project and hosted by Duquesne University. This event brings together leaders in the business, civic, 
and non-profit communities to promote racial diversity in the corporate world. 

While the Roundtable was full of important statistics and valuable insights, one comment especially 
intrigued me. A speaker referred to the importance of reaching out beyond our usual networks and 
getting to know new people. “Don’t keep turning the same people around on the Rubix cube,” she 
entreated us.

What a powerful image! It’s true, isn’t it, that we often return to the same group of known colleagues, 
rotating their Rubix squares around and around. I’ve experienced that in my own work here at Christian 
Associates: all too often, there are two or three people I call to talk about environmental issues, two or 
three others who are interested in hunger, another small group who are interested in gun violence. 

I’m sure these few people are not the only Christian leaders in our 
region who are passionate about these issues! But it’s easy to stick 
with the people we already know, turning them around the Rubix 
cube, instead of meeting new people and building new relationships.

The same can be true in our congregations, as well: the same people teach Sunday school and serve 
on the vestry and bring in cookies for the bake sale and count the weekly offering. A small inner circle 
takes responsibility for most congregational work, while others remain unengaged in the life of the 
church. Turning the same people around on the Rubix cube leads over-worked leaders to burnout. It 
also means that we never hear the perspectives and ideas of those outside these small groups. Who 
knows what we could be missing?

In the past 45 years, Christian Associates has seen what happens when people with common roles 
and values reach beyond their usual communities to build relationship with each other. We’ve watched our Council of Bishops and 
Executives bring together people who might never meet in any other space – leaders who are conservative and liberal, from small 
judicatories and large ones, who are Catholic, Anglican, Orthodox, and Protestant. 

We’ve seen them smile as they find that others share their same challenges and know their same joy. We’ve experienced how collabora-
tion grows out of these relationships, how a shared concern about racism or violence or health care begins in casual conversation and 
leads to real change in our communities. We’ve learned that sometimes all it takes is getting the right people around the right table at the 
right time, and the Spirit does the rest.

Why should the bishops and executives have all the fun? This fall, as we launch SPARK Conversations (see page 1), we hope to help 
make these same relationships and collaborations happen between other Christian leaders: clergy and seminarians and lay leaders alike. 
Each month we’ll be convening an informal lunch for leaders who share a common role, interest, or identity. We’ll cross the usual 
boundaries of denomination and theology and focus on what we have in common. We’ll have the opportunity to meet new people, 
expand our usual circles, and draw even more colleagues into the conversation.

Let’s expand our Rubix cubes. I’ll see you at SPARK!

Your sister in Christ,

Reflections Along the WAyReflections Along the WAy
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“We’ve learned that 
sometimes all it takes is 
getting the right people 
around the right table at 
the right time, and the 
Spirit does the rest.”

Turning the same 
people around on the 
Rubix cube leads over-
worked leaders to 
burnout. It also means 
that we never hear the 
perspectives and ideas 
of those outside these 
small groups. Who 
knows what we could 
be missing?

The Rev. Liddy Barlow 
Executive Minister
Christian Associates of Southwest PA



The Pittsburgh Compline Choir, a 
cooperative ministry of Lutheran Campus 
Ministries and First Lutheran Church, sings 
at Heinz Memorial Chapel at the University 
of Pittsburgh each Sunday evening at 8 p.m. 
during the academic term. 

This fall, the choir plans special compline 
services to observe All Saints Day and the 
Thomas Merton centennial.

On Sunday, November 1, the choir will lead 
an All Saints Day service, co-sponsored by 
the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh, and 
including a message from the Rev. Dr. Lamar 
Lee, presiding elder of the Pittsburgh District 
of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church. 
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While violence has made headlines, 
compassion is the authentic calling of all the 
world’s faiths – though each understands 
compassion in distinct ways. 

On Sunday, October 25 at 2 p.m., join 
the Greater Pittsburgh Interfaith 
Coalition (GPIC) at Carlow University’s 
A.J. Palumbo Hall of Science (3333 
Fifth Ave., Pittsburgh) to hear and discuss 
“Compassion Through Interfaith Lenses.”

Presenters from Islam, Judaism, 
Christianity, Hinduism, and Buddhism will 
share how our different faith traditions focus 
on nurturing compassion for all people 
within and beyond our own communities. 

Interfaith Panel Discusses Compassion

Special Compline Services to Honor All Saints, Thomas Merton

Every three years, the National Catholic 
Center for Holocaust Education at Seton 
Hill University holds the Ethel LeFrak 
Holocaust Education Conference for 
teachers, professors, and others interested 
in Holocaust studies and Jewish-Catholic 
relations. 

This year, the conference will take place 
October 25-27, with the theme 
“The Holocaust and Nostra Aetate: 
Toward a Greater Understanding.”

The Second Vatican Council document 
Nostra Aetate revolutionized Catholic 
theological understandings of Judaism, but 
the document came too late for the millions 
of Jews who perished in the Holocaust. 
In the fifty years since Nostra Aetate’s 
publication, relations between Catholics 
and Jews have improved dramatically, but 
there is still much to be done.

Holocaust Educators to Gather at Seton Hill

Speakers will include:

• Rev. David Keller, United Methodist pastor; 
• Rabbi Jamie Gibson of Temple Sinai;  
• Kazim Reza of the Muslim Association  
        of Greater Pittsburgh;  
• Ven. Soorakkulame Pemaratana of the 
        Pittsburgh Buddhist Center; and  
• Sanjay Mehta, who is General Secretary  
        of the World Hindu Council of America.

 After the presentations, we will gather in 
small discussion groups to learn from each 
other how compassion is expressed in our 
own faith traditions. 

This event is free and open to the public. 
Parking is free on 5th Avenue.  Refreshments 
will be served. 

Call 412-963-6656 with questions. 
Registration is optional but appreciated at: 
http://gpictalk.eventbrite.com. 

The service offers all those present an 
opportunity to remember loved ones who 
have died. 

To submit names to be sung at the service, 
visit www.pghcompline.com and click on 
“All Saints Service.” The evening’s offering 
will benefit Pittsburgh’s Family Hospice and 
Palliative Care.

On December 6, the compline service will 
honor Thomas Merton as his centennial 
year comes to a close. The worship bulletin 
will include information about Merton, and 
excerpts from his works will be read during 
the service.

“Compassion Through Interfaith Lenses” 
October 25 - 2 p.m. - A.J. Palumbo Hall

The keynote speaker at the conference will be 
Fr. Patrick Desbois, author of The Holocaust 
by Bullets. He is the founder and president 
of Yahad-In Unum, an organization that 
identifies and commemorates the sites of 
Jewish and Roma mass executions in Eastern 
Europe during World War II.

A full schedule of the conference, more 
information, and registration is available at 
https://alumni.setonhill.edu/lefrakconference.

Keynote Speaker Father Patrick Desbois 

“The Holocaust and  
Nostra Aetate: 

Toward a Greater 
Understanding.” 

October 25-27

December 6 
Thomas Merton

November 1

  



human experience. This day is sponsored by 
the Associates of the Sisters of St. Joseph. 
Scholarships are available. To register, 
contact Kathy Lotzman at (412) 508-1623.

Reclaiming Our Earth Connection: 
Recovering Our Senses
Date:  Sat., Nov. 21
Time: 10 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
Fee: $20 (includes lunch)
Presenter: Sister Lyn Szymkiewicz, CSJ 

The presentation invites participants to 
reflect on their own relationship with 
creation, how that connection might be 
rooted in various religious traditions, and 
some concrete ways to integrate them. This 
topic will be addressed through the venues 
of contemplation, input, art modalities, and 
group discussion.

  

First United Methodist Church
15 East 2nd Street

Greensburg, PA 15601
724-834-3111

www.greensburgfirst.org

WorshipFest 2015
Date: Sat., Oct. 17
Time: 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Fee: $15 (includes lunch)

This event for laity and clergy includes 
preaching by General Evangelist Rev. John 
Zimmerman, “helpshops” on topics such as 
“Creative Preaching,” “The Sacraments in 
Worship,” and “Using Drama in Worship,” 
and worship led in character by Rev. Roy 
Gearhart portraying John Wesley.

  

Northmont United  
Presbyterian Church

8169 Perry Highway
Pittsburgh, PA 15237

412-364-0105
www.northmontchurch.org

Concert: From Sea to Shining Sea
Date & Time: Sat., Oct. 17, 8 p.m.
Fee: $20

The Renaissance City Winds presents a 
program of American music, including Roy 
Harris’ piano sextet, folk tunes, and a quintet 
on Native American themes.
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St. Joseph Spirituality Center
A Ministry of the Sisters of St. Joseph
1020 State Street, Baden, PA 15005

Registrations: 724-869-6587
www.stjoseph-baden.org

Ignatian Weekend Directed Retreat 
Date: Fri., Oct. 16 – Sun., Oct. 18
Time: 7:00 pm (Fri.) – 12:00 noon (Sun.)
Fee: $120 (includes meals, lodging and 
individual direction)
Presenter: Sister Catherine Higgins

This directed retreat is based on the 
spirituality of St. Ignatius Loyola. It is an 
opportunity for Scriptural-based prayer in 
a contemplative mode in an atmosphere of 
silence and quiet prayer.

Beginning Experience Weekend Retreat
Date: Fri., Oct. 23 – Sun., Oct. 25
Time: 7:00 pm (Fri.) – 4:00 pm (Sun.)

Beginning Experience is a program for adults 
grieving the loss of a spouse through death, 
divorce or separation, who are ready to come 
to terms with their loss and begin to move 
forward with their lives. Trained Beginning 
Experience team members who are 
themselves widowed, separated, or divorced, 
will conduct this weekend retreat at Gilmary 
Retreat Center, Coraopolis. For information 
or to register, call Steve Smith at 412-367-
4948 or Mary Jane Fagan at 412-523-2405.

Keeping the “Care” in Health Care: A 
Spiritual Perspective
Date & Time: Nov. 6, 9:45 a.m. - 4:15 p.m.
Fee: $70 (includes lunch)
Presenters: Father Thomas Gillespie, STB, 
MD, and Sister Marguerite Kropinak, LCSW, 
D.Min.

This workshop for pastoral care, health care 
and mental health care professionals will 
explore the importance of recognizing and 
integrating spiritual and religious questions 
and concerns in the therapeutic relationship 
with people. CEUs are available.

Listening to the Desires of Your Soul: Songs 
for the Journey  
Date & Time:  Sat., Nov. 14, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Fee: $25 (includes lunch)
Presenter: Sister Kathy Sherman, CSJ

Sister Kathy Sherman, CSJ, a composer 
and retreat presenter, shares reflections and 
music steeped in Gospel themes and ordinary 

Baptist Temple Church
7241 Race Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15208
(412) 241-1624

www.facebook.com/thebaptisttemplechurch

Gospel Vocal Quest
Date & Time: Sat., Oct. 17, 3-6 p.m.
Fee: $15 adults, $7.50 children

Some of Pittsburgh’s best gospel voices on 
stage competing for the grand prize in one 
awesome afternoon of worship, concert, 
performance, and entertainment. Gospel 
Vocal Quest will take place at the Carnegie 
Library of Pittsburgh – Homewood branch, 
7101 Hamilton Ave., Pittsburgh 15208. 
Tickets available at www.eventbrite.com.

   

Kearns Spirituality Center
9000 Babcock Blvd.

Allison Park, PA 15101
412-366-1124

www.cdpsisters.org

Spirituality in Action: Inspirations in Tile
Date: Tues., Oct. 20 
Time: 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Facilitator: Ellen Carlins
Fee: $25 + $15 materials fee (includes lunch)

What better way to remember to pray 
daily than to have a favorite inspiration 
on a decorative tile always in plain view? 
Participants will be amazed how easy it is to 
create an object reflecting Spirit and beauty 
with the look of an expensive fire-glazed tile.

Fall Retreat: Open Our Hearts - The Ebb and 
Flow of Mystery and Grace in the Seasons of 
Our Lives
Dates & Times: Fri., Oct. 30, 9 a.m.-Sun., 
Nov. 1, 1 p.m.
Facilitator: Doris Klein, CSA
Fee: Total retreat with private room - $230; 
lower amounts available for semi-private 
room and shorter stay.

Doris Klein will use her newest art and 
photography to invite participants to open 
their hearts to the movement of God in each 
season of life. The weekend will include 
presentations, creative and contemplative 
processes, with time for personal reflection.
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Calvary Episcopal Church
315 Shady Ave.

Pittsburgh, PA 15206
412-661-0120

www.calvarypgh.org

Organ Recital: Scott Dettra
Date & Time: Fri., Oct. 23, 8 p.m.
Fee: $12 adults, free for students

Scott Dettra, who is considered to be one of 
the leading American concert organists of 
his generation, serves as Director of Music 
and Organist at Church of the Incarnation 
in Dallas. This concert is part of the Organ 
Artists Series of Pittsburgh.

  

Mount St. Macrina
House of Prayer

510 W. Main St., Box 878
Uniontown, PA 15401

724-438-7149

A Morning of Spiritual Reflection 
Date: Sat., Oct. 24
Time: 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Facilitator: Becky Johnen
Fee: $25, including lunch 

The mini-retreat’s theme will be “Lessons 
That I Learned from a Crayon Box.” Please 
register by October 17.

  

Shadyside Presbyterian Church
5121 Westminster Place

Pittsburgh, PA 15232
412-682-4300

www.shadysidepres.org

Concert: Rutgers University Glee Club
Date & Time: Fri., Nov. 6, 8 p.m.
Fee: $15 adults, $10 seniors, $10 students

The Rutgers University Glee Club is one of 
the oldest male choruses in the United States. 
The University of Pittsburgh Men’s Glee 
Club will make a guest appearance.

Organ Recital: Jonathan Rudy
Date & Time: Sun., Nov. 22, 4 p.m.
Fee: $12 adults, free for students

Jonathan Rudy recently won First and 
Audience Prizes in the National Young Artists 
Competition in Organ Performance. This 
concert is co-presented with the Organ Artist 
Series of Pittsburgh.

Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church
384 Fox Chapel Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15238

412-963-0162
www.fcpc.us

Choral Concert: The Fox Chapel Area High 
School Choirs and Ambassador Orchestra
Date & Time: Sun., Oct. 25, 4 p.m.
Tickets: $10 at web.fcasd.edu/tickets

A concert including Gabriel Fauré’s 
“Requiem” and more, with director Benjamin 
Murray and organist David Billings.

  

Antiochian Village
140 Church Camp Trail

Bolivar, PA 15923
724-238-3677

www.antiochian.org

Orthodox Institute 2015: “Adult Education -- 
Building on the Foundation of Faith”
Dates: Nov. 5-8
Fee: $65, plus meals and lodging

This year’s Institute focuses on sharing 
effective strategies for educating adults, 
including courses, workshops, book signings, 
fellowship, and a keynote address by Kevin 
Allen, an author and radio host. More 
information and registration available at 
www.antiochian.org/OI2015.

  

St. George’s Cathedral
3400 Dawson St.

Pittsburgh, PA 15213
412-681-2988

www.sgcoakland.org

St. John the Divine Pan-Orthodox Retreat: 
“Suffering and the Spritual Life”
Date & Time: Sun., Nov. 8, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Presenter: Dr. Harry Boosalis
Fee: $20 adults, $10 students/children

Dr. Boosalis, Chairman of the Department 
of Theology and Spirituality at St. Tikhon’s 
Orthodox Theological Seminary, will offer 
two lectures with Q&A, followed by a 
Vespers service.

  

Old St. Luke’s
330 Old Washington Pike
Scott Township, PA 15106

www.oldstlukes.org

Concert: Ken Karsh, Jazz Guitar
Date & Time: Sun., Oct. 25, 2 p.m.

Concert: Academy Chamber Ensemble, 
with the Slippery Rock University Chamber 
Singers, playing music of the Baroque
Date & Time: Sun., Nov. 29, 2 p.m.

Admission to concerts is free; donations 
welcome.

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service, with 
music by Pittsburgh Historical Orchestra
Date & Time: Sun., Nov. 22, 4 p.m.

  

Martina Spiritual Renewal Center
5244 Clarwin Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15229

412-931-9766
www.sistersoftheholyspirit.com

A Healthy Way to Grieve
Date: Thurs., Nov. 19
Time: 5 p.m.-9 p.m.
Facilitator: Fr. David Moczulski
Fee: $20 with dinner, $10 for 6 p.m. arrival 

In contemporary society, the norm is more 
and more to push death away. Is there a 
healthy way to grieve the loss of a loved one? 
Is there is indeed a healthy way to face death? 
The evening will end with the celebration of 
Evening Prayer in memory of our loved ones. 
Register by Nov. 5.

Advent Evening of Reflection
Date: Thurs., Dec. 10
Time: 5 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Facilitator: Fr. David Moczulski
Fee: $20 with dinner, $10 for 6 p.m. arrival
 
As we prepare for Christmas, we will look at 
Isaiah and Luke and discover the great light 
that shines in the world yet today and find 
how we can hear the tidings of great joy – 
that indeed God has come to save his people. 
Register by Nov. 25.
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Mercy Parish Nurse and Health 
Ministry Program will offer its annual 
symposium on Saturday, October 24 
from 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Parish and faith community nurses; 
clergy; health, pastoral, and social 
ministers; health and social service 
professionals; nursing students; family 

caregivers; and laypersons interested in promoting whole-person 
health are encouraged to attend. 

This year’s interactive symposium is titled “A Spiritual Journey: 
Opening Mind and Heart.” Participants will take part in 
fellowship, storytelling, prayer, meditation, music, and more. 

JoVita Westcott, author of Because I Care … I Am A Parish 
Nurse and executive director of Kansas Parish Nurse Ministry, 
will offer a keynote address.

The deadline to register is October 17, 2015. To learn more 
about the symposium, or to download the registration form, visit 
https://www.pmhs.org/parish-nurse-program/education-and-
resources.aspx.

23rd Annual Mercy Parish Nurse and 
Health Ministry Symposium to Focus 
on Wholistic Health and Spiritual Care
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Return Service Requested

Within the next six months, Christian Associates will be saying goodbye to the offices we have occupied since 1998. Because the 
Capuchin Province will be transforming our current location into an expanded priory, we’ll be finding a new home.

Before we move, we will need to clean out our closets and storerooms, and to sell or donate furnishings and equipment that are no longer 
needed, including supplies from our former television studio. The available items include:

 • Lighting grid, with 750-watt Fresnel lights and console with dimmers
 • Black stage curtain
 • Modular platform stage, 12 inches high
 • Four conference tables (8’x2’) and chairs
 • Filing cabinets (varying heights)
 • Desks, bookcases, wooden lectern
 • Upholstered armchairs
 • Television, TV cart, DVD player, VCR
 • Slide projector, slide carousels, slide sorter 
 • Tripods with wheels
 • 35mm film projector
 • Silk plants
 • Variety of wooden/foamboard set pieces

Please call 412-688-9070 to arrange a time to view or pick up these items.

Christian Associates is on the move! 


