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“I was a stranger, and you welcomed me …”
New Program Offers Opportunity to Help Refugee Families
When refugees are forced to flee their
home countries, they have the option to
apply for resettlement if it is determined
they will not be able to return home.
In the United States, these refugees are
vetted by the government, then sent to
cities throughout the country—including
Pittsburgh—to start their new lives.
One agency welcoming these refugees is
Jewish Family and Community Services
(JFCS), which works to help refugees
coming to Pittsburgh find housing and
jobs, connect to vital services such as
medical care and education, and learn
how life works in the U.S. Partnering
with faith-based organizations has always
been essential to JFCS’s resettlement
work, with congregations of different
faiths coming together to cook welcome
meals, donate furniture, help with housing
set-ups, and educate the community about
refugees in our city.
Now, faith-based organizations can get
involved in an even deeper way.
Through JFCS’s new Community Cosponsorship program, faith-based and
organized community groups can directly
engage in refugee resettlement efforts.
Sponsors commit to providing financial or
in-kind contributions, volunteer services,
and emotional and resettlement support
to help newly-arrived refugees integrate

into life in a new country. JFCS provides
comprehensive training, and ensures that
each partner group has the tools, skills, and
resources needed to successfully help a
new refugee family.

one of the many ways that churches looking
to welcome refugees and immigrants
to Pittsburgh can get involved. Other
ways include holding donation drives for
much-needed items, helping with grocery
shopping and housing set ups for new
arrivals, working with our legal team to

Starting this year, JFCS has already
partnered with four groups in our
community to
start this process,
including Oakmont
Presbyterian
Church. “Our
church has always
been responsive
to needs around
us,” said Pastor
Steve Wilson.
“When the need
arose for resettling
Afghan refugee
families I thought
that this would
be a mission that
our congregation
would embrace … Volunteers prepare traditional Afghan meals to be shared with refugee families
[We] announced
as they arrive in Southwest Pennsylvania
in worship that
we were seeking
hold a citizenship clinic, putting together an
a team of 8-10 church members and 22
awareness campaign or event to help others
people responded. We are praying that God
learn about refugees, and more. To learn
will use us to welcome and bless the family
more, contact Alina Harbourne, Refugee
assigned to us.”
Sponsorship Coordinator, at aharbourne@
The new Co-sponsorship program is just

jfcspgh.org or visit jfcspgh.org/help.

Grants Available to Enhance Security at Houses of Worship
Five million dollars in funding is available
this year for Pennsylvania’s Non-Profit
Security Grant Program, with applications
due by Wednesday, March 2.

been targeted by hate crimes; this includes
Christians of all denominations as well as
people of color, people with disabilities, and
the LGBTQ+ community.

security equipment or technology, upgrading
existing structures to improve safety and
security, or conducting a vulnerability or
threat assessment for a facility.

The grants are available to houses of
worship and other nonprofit organizations
in the commonwealth that serve
individuals, groups or institutions who have

The grants, which range from $5,000 to
$150,000, can be used for a variety of
security enhancements, including safety and
security planning and training, purchasing

Organizations can find the application and
information about the program at pccd.
pa.gov.
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Dear friends,
For decades, it seemed as if Beth Moore was the perfect Southern Baptist woman.
An eloquent ambassador for her evangelical tradition, Moore wrote devotionals and Bible
studies read by millions. She lectured in stadiums across the country, developed radio and
video ministries, and built up hundreds of thousands of Twitter followers.
But when Moore dared to speak out about sexism, abuse, and political hypocrisy in her
tradition, she faced blistering criticism from her own church, from accusations of heresy to
dismissive sexist rebukes.

photo by Jennifer McKinney

Though she’d been Baptist all her life, Moore left the denomination last spring. “At the end of the day, there comes a time
when you have to say, this is not who I am,” she told Religion News Service.
Where does a hurting former Baptist go to church on Sunday? For Moore, the answer came in a surprising place: an
Anglican Church in North America congregation. “I was so out of my normal world, I had no idea when to stand or sit or
speak or shut up,” she wrote on Twitter. “I held my bulletin, shaking, and kept up best I could. I said that creed and those
prayers and hung onto every word of three solid chapters read from the Scriptures. All this
God can take our
time I’d believed that only my denomination really loved the Scriptures … When it came
fractured church
time for communion, Keith and I shot to that altar like starving people begging for bread.”

and use it for good.
As we enter our
Lenten walk,
may you too be
reminded that all
that is broken can
yet be redeemed.

Moore writes that those who have been hurt by church might consider finding “a church
of a style different enough to not be such a reminder of the pain you’ve endured … If
enormous pain had come to us in this liturgical world, I would have found respite in a
world like that of my heritage. My simple point is, consider a different way of doing the
same thing: of worshipping Jesus, of hearing the gospel, of coming under the Scriptures,
even if just for a while. But don’t give up on church.”

As we prepare for the Lenten season, we wrestle with our brokenness, and the brokenness
of our institutions. There is no Christian tradition that has not harbored unkindness. There is no church immune to the
deep sins of abuse, racism, and greed. Christians, the old quip says, are like porcupines: whenever we huddle together, we
cannot help but stab one another with our quills.
Sometimes our wounds go so deep that we must abandon our tradition entirely, leaving like refugees with broken hearts
and grieving spirits. But Moore’s story reminds us that we need not leave the church altogether. In such moments, the
very brokenness of the church becomes a unexpected blessing:
•
•
•

In a tradition unlike our own, we can find a place to heal.
When others are hurting, our churches can give shelter.
And when our own people have been hurt, we can take some comfort in knowing they can find a safe place for
retreat.

I dream of the day when the church is one. And yet, in the meantime, I’m grateful that God can take our fractured church
and use it for good. As we enter our Lenten walk, may you too be reminded that all that is broken can yet be redeemed.
Your sister in Christ,

The Rev. Liddy Barlow
Executive Minister
Christian Associates of Southwest PA
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Orderly Exchange of Ministers: an Ecumenical Reality in Southwest PA
Note: this article by Pastor Jennifer McCurry originally appeared
in The Wayfinder, the magazine of the SWPA Synod.

In Southwest Pennsylvania, the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America has been living into its formal
ecumenical agreements with a variety
of denominations, finding ways of
celebrating our unity in Christ in shared
projects, ecumenical worship services, and
an orderly exchange of ministers.
The last of these—the orderly exchange
of ministers—leads to the unique blessing
of a clergy person from one denomination
serving in congregations of another
denomination. We have a collection
of pastors and congregations currently
living into our ecumenical partnerships in
exactly these ways.
There are Lutheran congregations
led by Episcopal priests. There is a
Presbyterian pastor who simultaneously
serves both a Lutheran congregation
and a nearby Presbyterian congregation.
There are Lutheran pastors who serve in
Episcopal, Presbyterian, and Methodist
contexts. These cross-denominational
collaborations reveal the presence and
work of the Holy Spirit among us,
blessing through word, sacrament, and
mutual consolation in ways that give
witness to Christ’s transformation in the
world.



THE REV. CHERYL KHYLLEP, a
Presbyterian pastor who formerly served as
Pastor of St. John Mark Lutheran Church,
Homestead:

Serving a Lutheran church has taught

me the richness that can be found in
theological difference. Not only are you
given a window into another faithful way
of following Jesus Christ, but you are
challenged to think through your church
and your own beliefs in a way that can
be outwardly practiced and articulated to
your church community.”

THE REV. SARA IRWIN, an Episcopal
priest serving as Pastor of St. John’s
Lutheran Church, Carnegie:

When I approach the task of

preaching— and theological reflection
in general—I often think about Emily
Dickinson’s instruction: ‘tell all the truth
but tell it slant’ so that truth can ‘dazzle
gradually.’ I think my congregation has
benefited from the ecumenical nature
of our partnership in the way my own
spiritual background has enabled me to
appreciate and articulate the beauty of
Lutheran theology ‘at a slant.’”

THE REV. TORREY JOHNSON, a
Lutheran pastor serving as Priest-inCharge of Holy Cross Episcopal Church,
Homewood:

As a Lutheran pastor at an Episcopal

church, I have been able to diversify
the ministry opportunities to serve the
community in which the Church of the
Holy Cross resides. We have sponsored
Hannukah/Christmas toy giveaways,
a gun-buy-back event, family-oriented
movies on the lawn, and we have offered
our church as a site for social and
criminal justice events with all of our
ecumenical partners.”

THE REV. ERIN JONES, a Lutheran
pastor serving as Pastor of Hot Metal
Bridge Faith Community (PCUSA and
UMC), South Side:

I so appreciate the challenge and

gift of not assuming anything! If I’m
preaching or teaching, I know that those
listening come from vastly different
backgrounds, and so I can’t just fall back
into ‘Lutheran- ese.’ I have to mine other
traditions and vocabulary to get an idea
across.”

These cross-denominational collaborations reveal
the presence and work of the Holy Spirit among us . . .

Farewell, Michele! Administrative Assistant Moves On to New Role
At the end of February, Christian
Associates will bid a fond farewell to
Michele Perry, who has served as our
Executive Administrative Assistant since
2016.
Michele’s responsibilities cover a wide
scope of office tasks, from managing
contracts and invoices to assisting with
content for The Call.
Michele led Christian Associates’
adoption of a new data management
system in 2018, which allows us to
create more accurate mailing lists and
fundraising reports. She also assisted in
Christian Associates’ 50th anniversary
celebrations in 2020, and helped organize
annual fundraising galas for our partner
organization, the Foundation of HOPE.

“Working for Christian
Associates over the last five
years has been an amazing
experience,” Michele said.
“I am proud and honored to be
able to say that I have assisted
in the growth of ecumenism in
our region.”
Going forward, Michele will be
continuing in her full-time role
at Uptima, a position she has
ably juggled with her Christian
Associates duties since early
2021.
Look for the April edition
of The Call to meet our next
Executive Administrative Assistant.

Michele Perry, second from left, joins other
CASP staff members in this 2016 photo.
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Bethel AME Church
2700 Webster Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
bethelpittsburgh.org

Reparations: Pittsburgh Churches Talk
About Repentance and Reconciliation
Dates & Locations: Sun., Feb. 6, 12 p.m.
at Hot Metal Bridge Faith Community,
2700 Jane St., Pgh 15203 (Zoom option
available); Sat., Feb. 12 at 1 p.m. at St.
Andrew Lutheran Church, 304 Morewood
Ave., Pgh 15213; Sat., Feb. 19 at
1 p.m. at Bethel AME. Cost: Free
Join Bethel AME Church from the Hill
District and other partner communities as
we think about the theological and ethical
call to reparations to the Black Community
in general, and to Bethel AME in particular
as it seeks restitution for loss of land and
wealth. Join for the session that works best
for you, or come to all! Discussions will
be inspired by Reparations: A Christian
Call for Repentance and Repair by Duke
L. Kwon and Gregory Thompson; prior
reading is helpful, but not required. Contact
pastorerin@hotmetalbridge.com for more
information.







Dutilh United Methodist Church
1270 Dutilh Rd.
Cranberry Twp, PA 16066
dutilhchurch.org

I Go On Singing: Paul Robeson’s Life in
His Words & Songs
Date & Time: Sat., Feb. 26, 6 p.m.
Cost: Free will offering
The Pittsburgh District UMC Anti-Racism
Team presents a multi-media musical
documentary for Black History Month.
The story of Paul Robeson comes alive in a
rousing 90-minute song-filled presentation
performed by gifted Pittsburgh-native
baritone Anthony Brown. Musical numbers
range from spirituals to Broadway, and
include Robeson’s original arrangements
of favorites like “Wade in the Water,” “Ol’
Man River,” ”It Ain’t Necessarily So,”
“Water Boy” and many others. Robeson’s
musical colleague, the legendary folk
singer Pere Seeger, makes three video
appearances discussing his friendship with
Robeson, the music they shared, and the
turbulent times in which they lived.
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Pittsburgh Mercy Parish Nurse
and Health Ministry Program
412-232-5815; www.pmhs.org

Day Retreat: The Great Divide
Date & Time: Sat., March 5, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Location: Martina Spiritual Renewal
Center, 5244 Clarwin Ave, Pgh, 15229.
Facilitator: Jo Ann Paradise, D.Min.
Cost: $50. Participants may spend Friday
night at the Center for an additional $40.
We are divided in our nation, in our
families, and in our own hearts. How
do we minister in this climate? Our
spirituality guides us to long for
understanding. Yet, understanding is
inextricably tied to listening. In 1 Samuel
3:11 God tells Samuel he is about to
“make the ears of everyone who hears
of (what he will do) tingle.” Join us as
we invite God to make our ears tingle
while we explore the roots of division and
understanding.
Virtual Candle Meditation: The
Budding of Spring
Date & Time: Wed., March 23, 7 p.m.
Location: via Zoom; Cost: Free
This brief prayer gathering is an
opportunity to experience spiritual
awareness and group faith sharing through
a virtual learning setting. The emphasis
is on the importance of self-care and
connection with our Creator. Register by 3
p.m. on the date of the session by emailing
ParishNurse@pittsburghmercy.org or
calling 412.232.5815.







Camp Agapé

72 Agape Road, Hickory, PA 15340
724-356-2308; www.campagape.org
Maple Sugaring Volunteers needed!
Camp Agape is in need of volunteers
for this year’s Maple Sap Collection.
There are plenty of tasks to support the
team, from cutting and chopping wood to
keep the fire going, to tapping trees and
collecting the sap from the bags. Many
hands make the work light. If you are
looking for a way to give back and spend
time outside this is the perfect thing! The
season usually runs January through the
middle of March, but is dependent on
weather: if you are interested in taking
part we will add you to our directory and
notify you when the time is right. Contact
Pastor Dennis Orsen at 412-804-1673 or
orsentheophilus@prodigy.net, or call the
camp office.

Association of
Pittsburgh Priests

associationofpittsburghpriests.com
Spirituality in a Wintry Season:
Franciscan Tradition in the Quest for
Meaning Today
Date & Time: Mon, Feb 21, 7 p.m.
Location: online via Zoom
Cost: Free
Daniel P. Horan, OFM, Director of
the Center for Spirituality at Saint
Mary’s College in Notre Dame, draws
on the faithful and radical tradition of
Franciscan spirituality as a resource
for helping today’s Christians respond
to “the signs of our times,” including
global climate change, systemic racism,
increased cynicism, and hesitancy about
religious belonging.
The Catholic Call to Work to End
White Supremacy
Date & Time: Wed, March 26, 7 p.m.
Location: in-person at Sacred Heart
Church, 310 Shady Ave, Pgh 15206, or
online via Zoom.
Cost: Free for online viewers; $20
donation invited from in-person
attendees.
Olga Segura, culture editor at National
Catholic Reporter, will invite us to
consider how our race and culture shapes
us positively and negatively, and how
those experiences affect the way we
relate to people different from ourselves.
We will explore what the Catholic faith
teaches about white supremacy and
transforming injustice.







Sisters of St. Joseph of Baden
1020 W. State St, Baden, PA 15005
www.stjoseph-baden.org
724-869-2151

Claiming Light and Darkness: An
Evening of Spiritual Poetry
Presenter: Sister Sally Witt
Dates and Time: Mon., March 21
Cost: $20; scholarships available
Embrace the change of the season with
an evening of poetry and fellowship. We
will search through poetry and stillness
for the desire for God that Creation
stirs deep within the human heart.
Registration required at stjoseph-baden.
org/spirituality.

Villa Maria Education &
Spirituality Center
2067 Evergreen Rd.
Villa Maria, PA 16155
724-964-8886
vmesc.org

Lent: A Time to Accept God’s
Gift of Love
Presenter: Sister Ardath Blake
Dates: Thursdays, March 3, 10, 17, 24,
31, and April 7
Time: 10 a.m. or 7 p.m.
Location: Virtual, via Zoom
Cost: $5 per session, or $25 for the sixweek series
Using The Forty Parables of Jesus by
Gerhard Lohfink as a guide, this six-week
series will offer reflections on the answer
to Jesus’ question “Who do you say I am”
by savoring the imagery and message of
some of Jesus’ parables. Participation in
all six sessions is not required. Identical
sessions will be offered in the morning
and the evening; please indicate in your
registration which time you prefer.
Register on the website or by calling the
center.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT
UPMC Passavant (9100 Babcock Blvd,
Pittsburgh 15237) seeks a full-time
Spiritual Care Coordinator. This person
will coordinate and/or provide spiritual
counseling and guidance to patients, families,
medical staff, and employees, and will
perform or arrange for religious services to
meet the need of the patients. The Spiritual
Care Coordinator also serves as a liaison to
community clergy to ensure they are notified
when members of their congregations
become patients.
A seminary degree or endorsement by a
recognized religious body is required; one
unit CPE and experience in hospital-based
pastoral care ministry is preferred.

Sofa Spirituality
sofaspirituality.org

A new season of Sofa Spirituality begins
in late February. Explore our video
library of over 100 interviews with
spiritual leaders from across the globe,
and then join us each week for warm and
informal interfaith dialogue, from the
comfort of your own sofa!
We are eager to customize the Sofa
experience for your congregation,
ministerium, or other organization; reach
out to Rev. Liddy Barlow, lbarlow@casp.
org, to learn more.

Find the full posting at https://careers.upmc.
com/jobs/8186124-spiritual-care-coordinator

Special Thanks to Our Judicatory Supporters
Christian Associates is deeply grateful to all our member judicatories, and we wish to offer particular recognition
to the church bodies who contributed to our financial needs in 2021:
Allegheny Union Baptist Association
Anglican Diocese of Pittsburgh
Archdiocese of Pittsburgh and Western Pennsylvania,
Orthodox Church in America
Bruderhof Communities of Southwest Pennsylvania
Byzantine Catholic Archeparchy of Pittsburgh
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Pennsylvania
Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh
Kiskiminetas Presbytery, Presbyterian Church (USA)
Metropolis of Pittsburgh, Greek Orthodox Church
Mid-Northeast Mission District, North American
Lutheran Church

Penn West Conference, United Church of Christ
Pittsburgh Presbytery, Presbyterian Church (USA)
Redstone Presbytery, Presbyterian Church (USA)
Roman Catholic Diocese of Greensburg
Roman Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh
Southwestern PA Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America
Washington Presbytery, Presbyterian Church (USA)
Western Pennsylvania Conference, United Methodist Church
Western Pennsylvania Division, Salvation Army

We know judicatories have many important financial priorities, and we are grateful to these church bodies for their commitment to
Christian unity. If you see your judicatory’s name on this list, please express your appreciation to your bishop or judicatory executive.
Support from individuals and congregations is also essential to sustaining our ministry, and we are thrilled that a record-setting number
of our readers responded to Christian Associates’ winter appeal. If you would like to add your name to our roll of supporters, we invite
you to mail a check to Christian Associates, PO Box 5241, Pittsburgh PA 15206, or give online at www.casp.org/donate. Thank you
for helping our ministries to thrive, so that we may be a witness of unity to the world!
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Help a Tired Pastor:
Bring Christian Associates
to Your Pulpit
Two years of pandemic ministry would exhaust even the most
energetic preacher. Help is on the way! Rev. Liddy Barlow is
available to serve as guest preacher or pulpit supply in your
congregation this spring.
All honoraria support the ministries of Christian Associates: you
can support ecumenical ministry and give your pastor a break at
the same time. Email lbarlow@casp.org to reserve your Sunday!
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Be a Neighbor: Build a Bridge of Hope
Since 1995, Family Promise of Southwestern
Pennsylvania has provided shelter and support for
hundreds of homeless families. A network of local
congregations offer accommodations and meals for
families in the evenings, while the Family Promise
staff works with them during the day as they secure
housing and employment.
Now, Family Promise has partnered with Bridge of Hope, a national model first established in eastern
Pennsylvania, to offer further help to these families. Bridge of Hope connects homeless families and
families in danger of becoming homeless with “Neighboring Volunteers,” a group of compassionate
volunteers from a Christian faith community who accompany the family with tangible and emotional
support and encouragement for 18-24 months as they move from homelessness to self-sufficiency.
You can be a Neighboring Volunteer! Gather a group of 6-10 people from your congregation, Bible
study, outreach ministry, small group, etc. You will participate in training with Family Promise (primarily
online) and then your group will be matched with a family in need. Family Promise currently has a
family waiting for a match: please consider this important ministry opportunity.
To learn more or to sign up your group, email info@familypromiseswpa.org, with “Bridge of Hope” in
the subject line.

All the
Ecumenical News
That We Can’t
Fit to Print!
There’s always more
happening than we can
pack into The Call.
Subscribe to our
e-newsletter, Unity n’At,
for monthly updates on
Christian unity, exciting
events, and important
reminders straight to your
email inbox.
Visit casp.org/sign-up to
add your name to our list.

