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Listen for a Change: Trinity Institute Will Encourage Conversation on Race
Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor 
has observed, “The way to stop 
discrimination on the basis of race is to 
speak openly and candidly on the subject 
of race.” 

This January, we will have the opportunity 
for frank and transformative dialogue 
about race in America at “Listen for 
a Change: Sacred Conversations for 
Racial Justice,” the 45th annual Trinity 
Institute, scheduled for January 21-23. 
Local participants may attend at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church in Mount Lebanon. 

The Trinity Institute is a theological 
conference held at Trinity Wall Street 
in New York City and simulcast to 
partner sites like ours across the country. 
Participants in Mount Lebanon will be 
able to watch keynote speeches and 
panel discussions, to submit questions 

via email and social media to be answered 
by presenters, and to participate in rousing 
worship services.

In addition to the on-screen events, the 
participants will also enjoy in-person 
discussion groups, reflecting on what they 
have heard and applying it to their own 
experiences. 

This fall, the Western Pennsylvania 
Division of the Salvation Army greeted 
a new Divisional Commander, Major 
Deborah Sedlar. 

Major Sedlar is the first woman to be 
appointed as commander of this division 
in her own right, and at this time will be 
the only woman member of Christian 
Associates’ Council of Bishops and 
Judicatory Executives.

Major Sedlar, who was born in Maine, 
grew up in Southwest Pennsylvania, and 
was commissioned and ordained as a 
Salvation Army officer in 1989. In 1994, 
she returned to her home region, first as the 
Corps Officer in DuBois, and then for seven 
years as Program Secretary for the Western 
Pennsylvania Division.

Later, Major Sedlar was promoted to 
serve in two successive posts as General 
Secretary, the second-in-command in a 
division: first the Empire State Division, 

Salvation Army Welcomes New Divisional Commander

Speakers at this year’s Institute include 
presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church 
the Most Rev. Michael Curry, New 
York Times columnist Nicholas Kristof, 
Vanderbilt Divinity School dean the Rev. 
Dr. Emilie Townes, and playwright Anna 
Deveare Smith.

The event, co-sponsored by Christian 
Associates’ Church & Community 
Committee, is open to clergy, lay people, 
seminarians, students, and anyone interested 
in a practical, theological conversation 
about race.

Registration will open December 10, and 
will be available online at www.stpaulspgh.
org or by calling the Rev. Michelle 
Boomgaard at 412-531-7153. 

Scholarships will be available for those in 
financial need.

which encompasses all of upstate 
New York, and then the Northeast 
Ohio Division, based in Cleveland. 
Most recently, she served for three 
years in London as Under Secretary 
for the Americas and Caribbean Zone 
at the Salvation Army’s International 
Headquarters.  

As Divisional Commander in Southwest 
Pennsylvania, Major Sedlar will oversee 
the Army’s 40 worship and service centers 
and 80 officers, as well as its many service 
centers and service units that provide 
housing, hunger, and addiction programs; 
disaster services; youth programs; and 
many other important ministries.

The Western Pennsylvania Division of the 
Salvation Army has been part of Christian 
Associates since 1970, and many divisional 
commanders have served in leadership 
on the Council of Bishops and Judicatory 
Executives.

“I am blessed to be returning to Western 
Pennsylvania,” Major Sedlar said. “I look 
forward to my ministry encouraging and 
leading the officers, soldiers, volunteers, and 
staff in meeting needs without discrimination, 
all in the name of Jesus Christ.”

Major Deborah Sedlar

    



Dear friends,

“Fear not!” declared the angels on the Bethlehem hillside. The command is as necessary today as it was on that first Christmas night, for 
Advent 2015 finds us fearful indeed: afraid of war and rumors of war, afraid of terrorism and violent extremism, even afraid of our Middle 
Eastern brothers and sisters, who are crossing borders in a desperate search for safety and shelter.
 
A time like this calls for a clear and distinctively Christian voice. We must hear the angels’ admonition, and be fearless in speaking out for 
those in greatest need. That’s why Christian Associates’ executive committee has endorsed this statement on the refugee crisis in the Middle 
East and Europe, and will be bringing it to the full Council of Bishops and Judicatory Executives for endorsement on December 9.

Friends, this Christmas may we set our fear aside – so we can better serve our desperate neighbors, and so we can better hear the glad tidings 
of great joy.

Your sister in Christ,

2

The Rev. Liddy Barlow 
Executive Minister 
Christian Associates of Southwest PA

Reflections Along the WAyReflections Along the WAy

“Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother,
and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.’ Then Joseph got up,  

took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod.” – Matthew 2:13-15a

As an infant, Jesus and his family fled their homeland in search of safety. Today, as we watch millions of people escaping war, 
persecution, and despair in the Middle East and Northern Africa, we recognize our Lord and Savior in their plight. Our faith compels 
us to meet human needs and to respond with compassion to those who suffer, regardless of their faith or background. As this greatest 
migration since the Second World War continues, Christians hear our responsibility in the words of the Law, which demands that “The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of your citizens; you shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land 
of Egypt” (Leviticus 19:33-34). 

Meeting the challenge of this current crisis will require interfaith cooperation and the united commitment of governments, nonprofit 
agencies, and faith communities. Though Southwest Pennsylvania is thousands of miles from Damascus, Mosul, Kabul, or Asmara, we 
acknowledge the role that our churches and our elected leaders can play, and we encourage them to respond.

We urge our member congregations:
    •  To pray for the safety and well-being of all refugees and for an end to persecution and war.
    •  To contribute to agencies such as Catholic Relief Services, International Orthodox Christian Charities, Church World Service, 
       Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Episcopal Migration Ministries, and Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service that are  
       providing direct support to refugees in the Middle East and Europe.
   •  To participate in the work of refugee resettlement agencies already at work in our region as they welcome refugees from many
      nations. 

We urge our elected officials:

   • To continue to expand the number of refugees accepted by the United States. While we are encouraged that the White House has
      promised to welcome 10,000 Syrians and a total of 85,000 refugees from all nations in the coming fiscal year, we join with many 
      humanitarian organizations to recommend accepting at least 100,000 refugees from the Middle East and Northern Africa, without 
      reducing the number of refugees accepted from other parts of the world. We pledge to work with our member congregations and 
      partner agencies to welcome an appropriate number of these refugees who can be successfully integrated into our communities.  
      We pledge to assist these refugees with resources necessary for their successful resettlement, including housing, health care,  
      employment, education, and citizenship, with consideration given to their specific religious needs.
   • To support the Protecting Religious Minorities Persecuted by ISIS Act of 2015, which will offer expedited refugee services to those,
      including our fellow Christians, who are in special danger from the so-called Islamic State.
 
   • To take steps to resolve ongoing conflicts, followed by economic re-development in the affected nations, in order to end the root 
      causes of migration.

Through our collective work and witness, we pray that all of us will one day hear the words promised in Jesus’ parable: “Come, you 
that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for … I was a stranger and  
you welcomed me” (Matthew 25:34-35).

For more information about how your congregation can assist in helping refugees, 
contact these local agencies:

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Pittsburgh: www.ccpgh.org -  412-456-6999
Jewish Family and Children’s Service: www.jfcspgh.org - 412.422.7200
NAMS: Northern Area Multi-Service Center: www.northernareacompanies.com - 

            412-781-1176
AJAPO: Acculturation for Justice, Access, and Peace Outreach – 
    www.ajapopittsburgh.org -  412-391-4985



What got SPARKed at the first of our SPARK Conversations 
events? New friends (on Facebook and in real life!). New books to 
add to the reading list. New ideas for events and programs. New 
insight that none of us are in ministry alone.

Let’s keep the SPARKs glowing! SPARK Conversations is a 
series of informal lunch gatherings for Christian leaders who 
share a common role, identity, or interest. Please plan to join in 
one of our winter/spring 2016 SPARK events, which begin at 
noon at Forest Hills Presbyterian Church:

 Church planters – Wednesday, January 13 – A gathering  
  for those interested in starting a new church, including  
  those who are currently pastoring new churches, those  
  initiating  the process of a new church start, and those 

  who would like to take on this project some day. 

 Seminarians – Saturday, February 13 – A gathering for
      people engaged in working toward authorized ministry, 
      including seminary students, postulants and candidates, 
      and others working with their judicatory to discern a call.

 Bivocational pastors – Saturday, March 12 – A gathering  
 for pastors who juggle two callings, especially for those  
 who work a second job in the secular world.

 Campus ministers – Tuesday, April 5 – A gathering 
          for  those  with a particular ministry to college and 

      university students  as chaplains, campus pastors, and 
      student ministry  directors.

  Senior pastors of large churches – Tuesday, May 10 – 
      A gathering for those who supervise other clergy in 
      congregations that average over 400 in Sunday worship
      attendance.

To sign up or add your name to the invitation list for any of these 
events, please call Christian Associates at 412-688-9070 or email 
lbarlow@casp.org.
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Join the Conversation! Upcoming SPARK Events 

For more than a hundred 
years, Christians have 
observed the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity, which 
takes place each January. The 
week begins on the Feast of 
the Confession of Peter on 
January 18 and concludes on 
the Feast of the Conversion of 
Paul on January 25.

The theme for 2016 is “Called 
to Proclaim the Mighty Acts 
of the Lord.” 

A variety of resources to 
match the theme, prepared 
in cooperation by the World 
Council of Churches Faith 
& Order Commission and 
the Pontifical Council for 

Promoting Christian Unity, are available from the Greymoor 
Institute: www.geii.org.

Rev. Liddy Barlow would be glad to represent Christian 
Associates at worship services planned to celebrate the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity. 

Call our office to be sure your event is on our calendar! 

Join in Prayer for Christian Unity
January 18-25, 2016

Christian Associates is hoping to offer Christmas cards for sale 
in 2016 featuring images of churches in our region decorated for 
the holidays. 

Send us your high-resolution digital images of sanctuaries, 
crèches, church exteriors, liturgies, pageants, live nativities, or 
other Christmas events. 

We’ll choose the four photographs we like the most to be 
featured on our cards, and we’ll pay $100 for each image we 
use. 

Watch for ways to pre-order your cards and support Christian 
Associates as you send Christmas greetings!

Calling All Photographers!
Christmas Photo Contest

Join us at noon at Forest Hills Presbyterian Church 
1840 Ardmore Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15221

for SPARK Conversations
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Be Part of Our Work:  
Support Christian Associates With Your Gift Today
At a time when partisan bickering and bitter divides can seem to dominate public discourse, 
Christian Associates offers a sign of hope. We continue to believe that Christ wills unity for 
the church, and we continue to act so that unity might be made visible, right here in Southwest 
Pennsylvania. 

We hope that you will join us in our mission! Your gift at this critical time in our history will 
enable us to continue building relationships among Christians of all denominations, helping 
churches work together for the common good, and representing the church in the public square. 

You can expect to see your donations used wisely and well in 2016. In addition to our continuing projects, such as the 
Trinity Institute, SPARK Conversations, the Pittsburgh Pastoral Care Conference, and The Call, we’re also planning to 
launch a new web site and to offer resources to congregations relating to hunger and violence. 

We are grateful for the support we receive from our member judicatories, but their gifts compose less than half of our 
annual budget. We rely on gifts from people like you and congregations like yours in order to continue our ministry.

Please use the enclosed envelope to send your gift today. Checks may be made payable to Christian Associates and 
mailed to: 

Christian Associates of Southwest Pennsylvania
204 37th Street, Suite 201

Pittsburgh, PA 15201

You can also give online at www.casp.org/donate.html. All donations are tax-deductible.
 

Thank you in advance for your generous support of Christian Associates!

Christian Associates of Southwest 
Pennsylvania is deeply grateful to 
these individuals, congregations, and 
other entities that have supported our 
work financially in the past 12 months. 

Through their gifts, they have 
demonstrated their commitment 
to the unity of Christ’s church. 
Their generosity has made possible 
our ministries of collegiality, 

Thank You to Our 2015 Supporters!

John 17 Society
“that they may all be one”

$250 or more

First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh
The Gideons International, Allegheny South Camp

Rev. Diana Drew Harbison & Samuel Harbison
John & Margaret Hufnagel

Rev. Dr. Nathaniel Roe
St. Athanasius Church, West View

St. Thomas Moore Church, Bethel Park
Zion Lutheran Church, Penn Hills

collaboration, communication, and 
connectedness. 

We are pleased to announce the 
establishment of the John 17 Society to 
recognize our donors who give $250 or 
more. 

All John 17 Society members will 
receive two tickets to a special reception 
to be held this spring. 

There’s still time to join! Use the 
envelope in this issue of The Call to 
send in your donation today; or give 
online at www.casp.org/donate.html. 

We have made every effort to ensure the 
accuracy of this list and apologize in 
advance if any names were omitted. Please 
contact our office to make corrections, and 
we will publish an updated list in the next 
issue of The Call.

 “. . .I in them and you in me—so that they may be 
brought to complete unity.”
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Sustainers
$100-$249
Rev. James & Hendrina Davidson
Samuel & Judith Douglass
Robert & Joan Downs
Thomas & Donna Hotopp
Rev. William H. Hower
Rabbi Walter & Irene Jacob
Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh
John C. Miller
Frances M. Morrow
New Life Church of God
Shirrell Rankin O’Brien
Rev. Dennis Orsen and  
    Rev. Linda Theophilus
Rodef Shalom Congregation
Donna Schaude
Rev. Marion Silbert
Temple Sinai
M. Lucille Underwood
Rev. Eugene P. Yackanich

Supporters
$50-$99
George & Carolyn Bashore
Bielau, Tierney, Coon, & Co. P.C.
Bull Creek United Presbyterian  
    Women’s Association
Virginia S. Cole

Barbara & Thomas Greway
Rev. Kimberly Greway &  
     Mr. Kenneth Hendrata
Ann H. Iurlano
John & Marie Peterson
Joyce Rothermel
Rev. Howard and Mrs. Kathleen Russell
Rev. Robert Russell
St. Patrick & St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish
Wayne & Josie Skow
Rev. George & Mrs. Nancy Steffey
Rev. Lola S. Turnbull
Frank L. Zeman

Friends
$1-$49
H. Pat & Betty Albright
Rev. Patricia Arledge-Benko
James & Beverly Byrne
Sara & Matthew Byrne
Patricia Carney
James W. Cole, Jr.
Eileen Colianni
Lawrence F. Domencic
Walter & Lorraine Franc
Nancy Emerick
Rev. James Garvey
Rev. Dr. Donald and Mrs. Kathy Green
Willa M. Grier

Thomas & Marla Grom
Mary Beth & Dennis Halas
Carol Ann Hance
Mary Harwick
Sister Rosalie Kaseta
Sarah & John Kappeler
Jack A. Kyle
Terese L. Maddox
Bonnie McKlveen
D.P. & M.S. McManus
Edward & Silvia Mueller
Rev. Roger and Mrs. Helen Nicholson
Susan Orr
Rev. Floyd Palmer
Agnes Peebles
Jeff & Kathryn Pepper
Angela & Anthony Reynolds
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church,  
    Ross Twp
Sister Laverne Sihelnik, SCN
Gail C. Trust 
Alex Vagias
Walter J. Wible
E. Philip Wilson

2015 Supporters (continued)



Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church

5121 Westminster Place
Pittsburgh, PA 15232

412-682-4300
www.shadysidepres.org

Candlelight Communion in Advent
Dates: Weds., Dec. 2, 9, and 16
Time: 7 p.m.
Advent worship featuring the Shadyside 
Strings, Chatham Baroque, and the Choirs of 
the Pittsburgh School for Choral Arts.

Advent Concert: Music of Gerald Finzi
Date & Time: Sun., Dec. 13, 3 p.m.
Fee: none
Performed by the Shadyside Chancel Choir 
and the Chamber Choir of the Pittsburgh 
School for the Choral Arts with Orchestra.

Memorial Park Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church

8800 Peebles Rd.
Allison Park, PA 15101

412-364-9492
www.memorialparkchurch.org

Concert: Phil Keaggy
Date & Time: Thurs., Dec. 10, 7 p.m.
Fee: free will offering benefiting EduNations

Keaggy has released more than 60 solo 
albums, is a seven time GMA Dove Award 
recipient, and has twice been nominated 
for a Grammy for best Gospel Rock album. 
Reserve your ticket at www.edunations.org 
or call 412-522-4756.

First Presbyterian Church
320 Sixth Ave.

Pittsburgh, PA 15222
412-471-3436 
www.fpcp.org

Concert: “Finding Christmas”
Date & Time: Fri, Dec. 11, 8 p.m.
Fee: free; bring a non-perishable food item

Join First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh 
and New City Church for a night of music 
and contemplation of the birth of Christ. 
Rebecca and Greg Sparks present music 
from their Christmas CD, God With Us, 
long with traditional and modern selections.
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         Kearns Spirituality Center

9000 Babcock Blvd.
Allison Park, PA 15101

412-366-1124
www.cdpsisters.org

Christmas Concert in Visitation Chapel
Date & Time: Sat., Dec. 12 at 7 p.m.; 
repeated Sun., Dec. 13 at 3 p.m.
Fee: none; donations accepted 
The North Hills Chorale is a well-known 
interfaith choral group that combines sacred 
and secular renditions fused with holiday 
spirit. 

Calvary Episcopal Church
315 Shady Ave.

Pittsburgh, PA 15206
412-661-0120

www.calvarypgh.org

Handel’s Messiah
Date & Time: Fri., Dec. 11, 7:30 p.m.
Fee: free will offering
Chatham Baroque and other period 
instrumentalists join the Calvary choir and 
soloists in bringing the piece vividly to life in 
its entirety.

St. Joseph Spirituality Center
A Ministry of the Sisters of St. Joseph

1020 State Street
Baden, PA 15005 

Registrations: 724-869-6587 
www.stjoseph-baden.org

Journey from Grief to Healing During the 
Holidays
Date: Tues., Dec. 15; Time: 1:30-3:00 p.m.
Fee: none
Presenter: Sister Mary Ann Thimons
This program of input, sharing and mutual 
support will help us learn ways of coping 
with loss during the holidays. To register,  
call Sister Mary Ann at 412-600-3247.

Old St. Luke’s
330 Old Washington Pike
Scott Township, PA 15106

www.oldstlukes.org

Christmas Evensong
Date & Time: Sun., Dec. 20, 4 p.m.

Concert: The Early Mays, playing 
Appalachian carols and folk songs
Date & Time: Sun., Dec. 20, 7 p.m.
Fee: free; donations welcome.

First English Evangelical
Lutheran Church

615 Grant St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

412-471-8125
www.flcpittsburgh.org

Candlelit Song & Prayers from Taizé
Date: Fridays, Dec. 4, 11, and 18
Time: 7 p.m.

German Christmas Service
Date & Time: Sun., Dec. 20, 4 p.m.
Featuring Teutonia Mannerchor and 
Damenchor, the Gloria Dei Ringers, tenor 
soloist Andre Bierman, and the First Church 
Schola.

Crestfield Camp and
Conference Center

195 Taggert Rd.
Slippery Rock, PA 16057

(724) 794-4022
www.crestfield.net

International Association of Women 
Ministers Retreat: Holy Leisure and 
Creativity
Date: Thurs., Jan 28-Fri., Jan 29
Time: 1 p.m. Thurs. – 1 p.m. Fri.
Presenter: Rev. Dr. Leanna Fuller
Fee: $125 double, $150 single. Early bird 
(register by Dec. 18): $110 double, $135 
single. 

Holy leisure and creativity can reveal 
much about God’s grace and purpose in 
our lives. Join members of the Pittsburgh 
chapter of the International Association of 
Women Ministers for this winter retreat; 
for more information and registration form, 
contact Rev. Linda Miller-Pretz at lmp811@
zoominternet.net.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT

Baby Grand Piano - Winter of New York, 
mid 1930's - 55", black walnut finish. Free to 
good home.  You move. Call Phyllis, 412-
760-2755.
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“Reimagining Community”
Pittsburgh Pastoral Care Conference

Friday, May 20, 2016

Featuring keynote speaker: 
Shane Claiborne

Shane is a founder of The Simple Way in 
Philadelphia; author of The Irresistible 
Revolution: Living as an Ordinary Radical, 
Jesus for President, and many other books; 
and an advocate for nonviolence and authentic 
community.

Watch The Call and www.pghpc.org 
for more details.
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Return Service Requested

Christ the Savior  
is Born

Christian Associates will be moving to a new office in early 2016 
(watch for announcement of our new address in the next issue of 
The Call). 

We’re still seeking new homes for the following items. If any of 
them would be useful in your ministry, give us a call at 412-688-
9070 – we would love to negotiate a very reasonable price.

• 2 conference tables, 8'x2'
• 20 gray conference chairs
• kitchen table
• 2 barstools with backs; 4 tall backless stools
• 2 wooden ladders (4-step and 6-step)
• bookcases
• color printer
• vacuum cleaner
• comfortable upholstered armchairs
• 2 full-size combination safes
• typewriter, overhead projector, 35mm film projector

(Almost) Everything Must Go!


